
A universal reading screener is a brief, easy to administer assessment that determines if students are at grade 
level in reading or if they are at risk of dif�iculties.
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What is a universal reading screener?

Universal screening helps predict future reading success. It is a “�irst alert” that can identify students who may 
have a reading de�iciency. It allows teachers to provide early literacy interventions to students to prevent 
reading struggles.

What are the benefits of universal screening?

All students in grades Kindergarten – third grade (K–3) should be administered a universal reading screener.
Who should receive a universal reading screener?

K–3 students should take a universal screener at the beginning, middle, and end of the school year to track 
progress. 

How many times per year should K–3 take a universal reading screener?

A universal reading screener assesses early literacy skills (phonemic awareness, phonics, �luency, vocabulary, 
and comprehension) and is aligned to the science of reading. 

What does a universal reading screener assess?

Arizona, Connecticut, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, Oklahoma, & Tennessee
Which states have an approved list of universal reading screeners? 

Teachers should use the results from the universal screening to plan instruction. Additionally, students who are 
identi�ied by the universal reading screener as having a reading de�iciency should be given a diagnostic 
assessment and receive a plan for intervention. 

What should happen after a universal reading screener is administered?

Parents should be noti�ied of results within 15 days of each screener and with each quarterly progress report 
if a student has a reading de�iciency. 

How often should parents receive information on their child’s progress? 

https://bit.ly/DefiningGuide2022
https://www.azed.gov/sites/default/files/2022/03/Universal%20Literacy%20and%20Dyslexia%20Screener%20Guide.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/-/media/SDE/Language-Arts/Approved-Menu-of-Researchbased-Grades-K3-Universal-Screening-Reading-AssessmentsEffective-July-2023.pdf
https://www.mdek12.org/OSA/USDA
https://dese.mo.gov/state-approved-reading-assessment-list
https://amplify.com/northcarolina/
https://sde.ok.gov/rsa-coordinators-distict-administrators-reading-sufficiency
https://www.tn.gov/content/dam/tn/stateboardofeducation/documents/2021-sbe-meetings/july-23%2c-2021-sbe-meeting/7-23-21%20III%20DD%20Universal%20Screeners%20Policy%203.302%20Clean.pdf


Check out Early Literacy Matters, ExcelinEd’s Early Literacy Policy Playbook, International 
Dyslexia Association: “Universal Screening: K-2 Reading”, & National Center on Improving 
Literacy: Best Practices in Universal Screening.

For more information, please check out ExcelinEd’s Comprehensive Early Literacy Policy. 

Where can I find additional resources?

The Mississippi Department of Education (MDE), in collaboration with the Mississippi 
Reading Panel, established an approved list of six universal screeners that may be used. 
Universal screening assessments take place in Grades K–3 at least three times during the 
school year. MDE has provided a universal screening companion guide on their website to 
give teachers next steps to support students identi�ied as having reading dif�iculties. 

State Spotlight on Mississippi

The North Carolina Department of Public Instruction (NCDPI) approved a single vendor 
for the state’s universal reading screener in Grades K–5. Subtests include measures for 
phonemic awareness, phonics, �luency, vocabulary, and comprehension. NCDPI’s Early 
Literacy Program also has resources to guide Multi-Tiered Systems of Support (MTSS). 

State Spotlight on North Carolina
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https://www.mdek12.org/OSA/USDA
https://www.mdek12.org/sites/default/files/Offices/MDE/OAE/OEER/Literacy/universalscreenercompanionguidefinal_june_2023.pdf
https://amplify.com/northcarolina/
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/classroom-resources/office-early-learning/early-literacy
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/districts-schools/classroom-resources/office-early-learning/early-literacy
https://www.dpi.nc.gov/080817-webinar-mtss-handout/download?attachment
http://www.earlyliteracymatters.org/
https://excelined.org/policy-playbook/early-literacy/
https://app.box.com/s/dlwc9359ba6dz89bi0i3pzsbvmithatc
https://app.box.com/s/dlwc9359ba6dz89bi0i3pzsbvmithatc
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/best-practices-universal-screening
https://improvingliteracy.org/brief/best-practices-universal-screening
https://excelined.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/ExcelinEd.PolicyToolkit.EarlyLiteracy.ModelPolicy.pdf

